THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
as worse t-h^n war. In order to achieve some means of
defence every nation in fact is prepared to make
enormous economic sacrifices ('guns are more impor-
tant than butter5).
What are these non-economic goods ? Perhaps we
do not quite know. Before the Great War we spoke of
democracy, fighting to make the world safe for it;
the rights of nationality, small nations, self deter-
mination.
But the War which was fought to make the world
safe for democracy has been followed by a veritable
epidemic of dictatorships; by a more definite re-
pudiation of the whole principle and theory of
democracy than at any period since Athens.  But
something stranger still has happened.   Some of
the very men who fought and risked their lives
for 'democracy and freedom' to-day proclaim both
to be unworthy things; what yesterday they were
fighting for to-day they detest-and teach the new
generation to detest. One of the strangest spectacles
of history is to see young men parading the streets
clamantly demanding that the right to dispose of
their own lives shall be taken from them; demand-
ing that they shall not have the right even to know
the purpose or end for which the Chief, the Duce,
the Fiihrer, the Leader is to send them to die. They
are told for instance to destroy Communism as the
enemy of their Fatherland.   But they are not per-
mitted to know what Communism is, to read its
literature, to study its purposes. They must not judge
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